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PROF. SONIYA NITYANAND

Prof. Soniya Nityanand is an eminent clinical hematologist and medical scientist. She has
played a pioneer role in establishing the field of clinical hematology and bone marrow/hematopoietic
stem cell transplantation (BMT/HSCT) in the country. She is the first lady bone marrow transplant
specialist in India. She is also one of the leaders in stem cell research in India. Currently she is Vice-
Chancellor of King George's Medical University (KGMU), Lucknow.

2. Born on 6" September, 1962, Prof. Nityanand did her M.B.B.S. and M.D. (Medicine) from the
King George Medical College (KGMC), Lucknow, in 1986 and 1989, respectively. She thereafter did a
Ph.D. in Immunology from Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden. In 1993, she joined the Sanjay
Gandhi Post-Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences (SGPGIMS), Lucknow, as an Assistant Professor
and was deputed to develop the hematology services and BMT program. In 2003 she was appointed as
Prof and Head, Dept. of Hematology and thereafter of the Stem Cell Research Centre also. She held
additional charges of Executive Registrar and Chief Medical Superintendent in SGPGIMS. In 2021,
she was appointed as Director of Dr Ram Manohar Lohia Institute of Medical Sciences, Lucknow.

3. Prof. Nityanand developed the first Hematology Unit of U.P. in SGPGIMS in 1993 for treatment
of patients with blood disorders, when this super-specialty was just evolving in India. Thereafter,
single handed she established a BMT/HSCT program in 1999. Her continued efforts led to the
establishment of a comprehensive center for clinical and laboratory hematology and BMT at
SGPGIMS, which is a major referral center for patients with blood disorders from U.P. and neighboring
states and countries.

4. Prof. Nityanand is one of the pioneers in stem cell research in India. As early as 2005, she
established a stem cell research facility at SGPGIMS under aegis of Dept. of Biotechnology,
Government of India. Thereafter, she developed this facility into a full-fledged Stem Cell Research
Centre with state of the art research labs, serving as a platform for multidisciplinary basic and
translational stem cell research. One of her significant contributions has been the mentoring and
training of young hematologist and stem cell scientists, creating a pool of super specialists in India.

S. Prof. Nityanand has been actively engaged in several community health programs in U.P.
including cervical cancer awareness and vaccination program and early detection and counseling of
Thalassemia Carriers in U.P. She also served as State Nodal Officer of hemophilia for strengthening
of hemophilia care services in U.P.

6. Prof. Nityanand has been a resource person in the drafting of several National Policies/
Guidelines. She has served as member of many National Task Forces, Technical Expert Committees
and Scientific Advisory Committees of National Medical/Scientific Institutes of repute.

7. Prof. Nityanand is a recipient of several awards, some of the noteworthy being the Chancellor's
Medal for the best medical student, gold medal for the best MD (Medicine) student, Indian National
Science Academy Young Scientist Award, DBT National Biosciences Career Award, Rajib Goel Young
Scientist Award and the prestigious Swedish Institute Scholarship. She is an elected fellow of National
Academy of Sciences, Allahabad, and the Indian Academy of Science, Bangalore.
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